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Abstract 

In a formal performance or recital, students are expected to play the music by 

memory. Though there are students who do not find any difficulties to memorize the 

music, some students are struggling to memorize it due to several reasons. Ironically, 

many teachers do not address memorization technique for their students. Thus, many 

students just play the music excessively to memorize the music which become the 

main cause of memory lapse during their performance. This paper will explore 

memorization techniques and teaching strategies to help students and performers to 

memorize their music more effectively and to overcome memory lapses during their 

performance. 

This paper presentation will begin with the introduction to four types of 

memorization techniques: muscle, visualization, analytical, and auditory, including 

the discussion of their strengths and drawbacks. Secondly, the paper will discuss 

methods and strategies for teachers to help their students to develop their 

memorization techniques. Subsequently, the presentation will provide the results of 

teachers’ response on a survey related with memorization techniques, and common 

challenges in specific repertoire. The presentation will conclude with a discussion on 

strategies to cope with memory lapse that can be used for students during their 

performance. Although sometimes memory lapse can be an ‘accident’, this particular 

issue can be minimized if the students know how to deal with it. 


